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THE 


BEGGERS 


Bout that Moneth whofe name at firft begun 
From great Av Gvstvs, that Romes 
Empire wonne: 
Whé the fierce Dog of Heauen, begun to rife 
Tobaite the Lyon inth’Ol/ympzan skies. 
Whofe hot fire-breathing influence did cracke 
With too much heate our aged Grandames backe, 
Lapping vp Riuers with his blaring tongue 
Tallay the thirft which his proud ftomacke ftung. 
Then did each Creature languifh pant and beate 
Vader the influence of this horrid heate, 
And I that oft in my low feated Cell 
Had felt the burning of his fury fell : 
Vponatime eSurera fhining faire 
Went forth to take the folace of the ayre. 
And in thofe Meades beyond the lofty Towers 
Of that white Pallace, where the nightly houres 
Haue oft bin pent in founds of Muficke {weet 
And aétiue motion ef the nimble feet: 
Where earthly fonnes by night were feene to moue, 
Whileft many hearts were fir'd with flames of Loue. 
There I made choyfe to walke before the Sunne 
Had fhewne his face, within our Horizon; 
But on thofe bankes by whicheach turning tide 
T hames louely [6s with calme {treames doth glide, 
Thad not walked long ere Dayes bright King 
T’Olympustop his golden Carredid bring : 
Avs Whofe 
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Whote Steedes with fing of his free lafhes driuen 
Wich fuch {wilt Speed did gallop through the heauen, 
That Natures faire produ&tions ‘heere beneath 
Did feeme to melt vnder their burning breath, 
The wing’d inhabitants both of earth and skie 
That too and fro in th’ open ayre did flie 
To Thickets, Wocds,and Groues,{witt concourfe made 
To fhroudehemfelues vnder their leanie fhade, 
The bleating Lambe and little wandring Sheepe 
Thatin the open fields before did keepe, 
Forfaking their free laire, all flocking came 
To feeke tor fhelter ‘gain ft Sol’s burning flame: 
And | *mongft the reft compeld by heate 
Which on my head did violently beat 
To fecke fome couert fhade {traight tooke my way’ 
Vntoa Groue which neere confining lay. 
Where when I came the lofty trees, I clad 
In Summers pride did caft-a cooling fhade, . 
Vander whofe leaues from Phebus burning rayes 
Sweet birds fate finging their Melodious layes, 
There fateI downe-vpon the graffy groun 
Amid ft thofe filent fhades encompaft round 
By leauy trees that Arbour wife did {pread 
There goodly armes thicke brauncht aboue my head, 
But as I there my felfe did clofely fhroud 
The chearefull voyce of many laughing loude 
Allfuddainely did penetrate myne eare 
Which did apall my fence with fuddaine feare 
And cafting round about my rowling eye 
Without the wood I chanced to efpie 
A ragged crue of folke all fet around 
About a funny bancke vpon the ground 
They all were clad in rags of Begvery 
Taking ro keepe of any faculty 
Or honeft calling to rely vpon, 
For trade or true profeflion had they none; 
And now to paffe the tedious time away 
With pleafant tales as in the Sunne they lay 

Each 
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Each one in courfe the other did fucceed 

Which much cen-ent ‘mong!t chemfeiues did breed 

And [ to be partaker of their mirth 

Being clofely hidden with a hillof earth 

Vnheard or feene conuey’d my felte fo i.eare 

That all their chat I vn-efpied did heare ; 

Soine told of battailes and of bloody fights, 

And fome of Ladies and of loues delights 

And fome of dire cttents and Tragicall 

And fome of lefts and loues {ports Comicall : 

But mongft the rout one well I wot there was 

That all the reft in fluent fpeech did paff: 

Who with gocd veterance tharbecame him well 

A pretty flory of an e“pe did tell. 

All which for that it feemeth ynto mee 

Worthy their view whofe thoughts delighted bee 

In morrall difcipline I will vnfold it 

Andin thofe tearmes in which the Begger told it. 
Not many yeares (quoth he ) are pait and gone 

Since heauens faire Virgin in her filuer throne 

From forth her lap fuch golden ble(fings threw 

As ifth’ old Ageagaine fhee would renew, 

And at that time the va!t worlds Forreft wide 

Deckt in the Summers coate of -£ fas pride 

Did flourifh and growe proude in lufty prime 

Beneath the Sunne-fhine of {weet fummers time 

There many Jouiall trees fhoot vp onhigh 

With threatning heads did feeme to vaile the skie 

Beneath the fhade of whofe prote&ting armes 

The Birds fate finging free from feayefull harmes, 

The Beafts likewife mightall fecurely gge 

About the Forre{t roaming too and fro, 

For withthe Eag/e that skie climing bird 

And his confrts they late had made accord, 

And vnto peacefull ftateall things to bring 

As meete it was they made the Lyen King; 

And at that feafon many beafts found grace 

That liu'd obfcure before andin meane place, 


Aa *Mongft 


The Beogers Ape, 


*Mongft whome a beaft that was of Secrops brood 
Whome of a man Joxe in his irefull moode, 
Detefting his decvirfull guile did make 

So foulea beaft, that no mancouldhim take 
T’haue bin a man, yet was it with fuch skill 
That being a beaft a man he fauoured ftill. 

His limbes in lefler fpace then mans are knit 
Beneath his Eyes his Nofe more flat doth fit 

And like the face which crabbed age doth fpill 
Deepe wrinkles frowne-like his front did fill; 
There to his Apith limbs are euery where 
Thicke ouer- growne with fallow coloured haire, 
And him inland of Apes Ile, Jone did place 

There to abide and newer fhow his face 

Amongft vs men, where hee not long did ftay 


Ere’ mongft the bealts lewd prankes hee gan toplay ; 


For in the golden Age the worlds firft fpring 
Euen in the pallace.of the Forrefts King, 

His witty wiles he oft in prachife put 

Them to deceiue, for which his taile was cut ; 
Exiling him for euermore from thence 

To the e4pe fle againe for his offence. 

But he that long time there liu‘d all a mort 

His cailebeing cut, for commingto the Court 
Of better fortunes now gan cogitate 

And forth he comes to mend his meane eftate, 
His way votothe Forreft ftraight he takes 

And inhis iourney this obferuance makes 

~ Who liu’d difgracefull, who in fanour were 
And ‘bout the.Ly:2 who cheife Place did beare ; 
The golden fleeced Sheepe he firft did {pie 
Patterne of pdtience, and-fimplicitie 

Grafing ob{curely ’mongft the meaner fort 

As being a ftranger in the Lyons Court ; 

‘‘ For who fobeares fimplicities true badge 

“* To line in Prixces Courts doe feldome tadge. 
And though the filly Sheepe contented were 
For that plaine honett life, which he did beare 


Yet 
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Yet for his golden Fleece againft his will 
Hee was acquainted with the Courtiers ftill. 
Faft by the Shecpe the humble O-xe did graifé 
Who for he forght not his eftate to raife, 
Was held in bafe contempt for his meeke minde 
*¢ Meekenelle in Greatnefle we fo feldome finde. 
The Ape being glad to fee theSheepes badcafe 
And plaine fimplicity in fuch difgrace 
Thought with himfelfe as true it was indeed 
That wily wit would ftand him in beft fteed, 
And en his way he forth gan wend a pace 
Hoping at Courtto finde fich future grace; 
That in the end he doubted not to bring 
Himéelfe in fanour with the Forreft King. 
Where when he came himfelfe he did apply 
Tobferue all fafhions wich an heedfull eye, 
The firft on whomehe any natice tooke 
Was that high herned beaft who in his looke 
Beares fignes apparant of his fecret minde 
To wit the Gear, a louerborne by kinde 

For he the habit had of all cheife fleights 

In wanton loues and Ladies Court delights. 


On which moft Gallants now their wits doe prove 


To fernetheir Ladies and their Lemmons loue, 
But he furpaft them all for he could fing 
Inchaunting fongs, andon the warbling ftring 
Of Vyol! {weet thereto diuinely played 


The found of which would charme the chaiftelt Maide, 


For which he was of Females fo approu'd 
That they “boue all the reft him chiefely lou’d ; 
Yeet he with whally eyesand fhaggy beard 
And welked hornes fo Satér- like appeard 
That fuch a grim fac’t fellow would affright 
A lewd Faujftinaes felfe in darkeft night, 
Thereto his body did fo ranckly {mell 

That he himfelfe might not abide it well ; 

But he that fault did hide with pleafing feat 
Of {weet perfume when ere abroad he went, 


he. 
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The e4pe him oft beheld in pafling by 
And in his feruice would his fortune try 
By meanes made by the e Monkey, his ncere friend 
Who onthe Goate chiefe feruant did attend. 
But loe not long hee ftood thus allamort, 
Ere hee beheld at entring of the Court 
A troupe of Gallants, rufhing in the way 
All proudly clad in range andrich aray, 
With wide-big-bafon-lookes they all did gape 
In palling by vponthe filly eSpe. 
For mickle pride (full well I wot) they tooke 
Todaunt a {tranger with a {cornefull loake ; 
Thereto, from fulleft mouthes they tooke delight 
With horrid Oathes, the golden Starres to fmite, 
Ne gauethey due regard, or Reverend loue 
Voto the King of Gods the thundring 7exe, 
But all their Pans confecrated bee 
Todrunken Bacchus on low bended knee, 
The chiefe ’mongft thefe that bare fupreamelt {way 
Was the fell Bore, who with the leaft delay 
Euen fora looke mifdeem’d, would hazard life 
Inany furious broyle or bloody ftrife, 
With him came many Beafts that did delight 
In fternefullrage, debate and bloody fight : 
And therefore loued euer for to bee 
Together with the Bore in company. 
Therecamethe Tyger, who withouten dread 
Was into any danger headlong lead. 
The wrathfull Beare, whom in his fiery rage 
Noe elfe but blood and vengeance might aflwage, 
The Bal and Ram., who both couragious were 
But wanted wit ia fury to forbeare. 
Amidft this Crew a fimple beaft there was 
To Court being newly come, to wit, theeffe, 
Whom they withfawning {peech and threats withall 
So wronght vnto their wil, that at their call 
They had both him and his, and footh to fay 
Inricht with golden ftore, hee was fit pray | 
Fot 
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For fach in Court whofe credit waxed bare, 
So witleffe was hee and {0 voyd of care ; 
For he of late had left his Countrey home 
His Sire being dead, and now to Court was come, 
Wherealla flaunt, heeryots andconfumes 
In gold, in filuer, filke and {weet perfumes 
His old Sires, ill-got-goods now goes to wracke, 
Farmes, Forrefts, Fields, hee beares vpen his backe, 
And neuer deemes what Fate will him betide 
Whenall is {pent by his vnféemely pride. 

The e4pe that had obferu’d with heedfull eye 
The ftout demeanour of this Company, 
Tooke little liking to this kind of life, 
For hee ne louedtor to bec in ftrife ; 
Ne fauour would hee with fuck perill winne, 
*€ But thought beft fleeping in the foundeft skinne. 
Long didheelurke about the Court in vayne, 
Before his clofe intent hee could obtayne : 
** But hee that doth his Fate withheed attend, 
*€ Seldome but findes good Fortune in the end. 
And at the laft good Fortune being his guide, 
Anold acquaintance he in Court efpide ; 
To wit,the Fox, who found in Court fuch grace 
That he about the King had gotten place. 
FOr the Dread Lyon loathing Luxurie 
*€ The Canker-worme of true Nobilitic, 
T’allay the pride chat in the flefh beares {way 
And banifh loathfome Idleneffe away : 
To fpend his golden houres did. [ti] deuife 
In Kingly paftime and faire exercife, 
There to rich guifts, Prince-like he. gaueto thofe, 
That did themfelues to exercift difpofe ; 
Thereby to purge his Courttoeafe inclin’d, 
And bafe floath banifh fromthe Noble mind. 
In which the Fox, his Soucraigne did fo pleat, 
Seeming the-common Enemie of erfe : 
That hee himfelfe in micile grace did bring 
With the bold Lyoz, his ae Lord and King. 


But 
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But hee foule Carle (not as his King) did make 
T his vfe of exercife for vertues fake, 
But gaue himfelfe thereto with this intent 
To creepe in favour with fouleblandifhment 
Tohim the -4pe in humblemanner came 
To fcrape acquaintance and make knowne his name; 
But the proud Fox, though him hee well did know, 
Like a true Courtier gan himfelfe to fhow 
With Elboe pride, and caft of fcornfull eye 
Hee ftoutly ftalk’t vpon his tiptoeshigh 
Difdaining to th’ Apes words to lend his eare 
Though hee of yore his old acquaintance were. 
And in {uch proud contempt he patled by , 
That the 4pes former hopes begantodye; 
Being in defpaire his meane eftate tomend 
Forfaken thus of his old fellow friend, 

But the flye Fox aduifing allthis while 
How the pe being wittie,prompt, and full of guile, 
‘* And that two working wits will foone preuaile 
** In any plot when one may chance to faile ; 
Straight fends vnto the efpe.ard greets him well, 
Biddinghim come to him his cafe to tell. 

The torlorne 4pe being almoft in defpaire 
Withdouble diligence did make repaire 
Voto the Fox, towhom obeyfance made 
Thefe famous words in humble wifehee faid. 

All haile ( graue Sir ) quoth hee, good fates attend 
Your fteps in Court, ftill Fortune be your freind 
And in {weet fhowers, th’aufpicious heau'ns down. fhed 
Their bounteous bleflings en your reuerent head, 

T he Fox him thanking, anfwered in this fort,. 

But fay (Sir ~4pe) what wind brings youto Court? 
Seemes you haue liued in fome barren place 
And wantlifes needements for to doe you grace ; 
For you begrowne fo meager leane and wan, 
That fcarce your legs your limbs vpholden can. 
For which, I weene, you wantthat wonted wit 
And indgement fharpe, that.feem’d of yore to fic 
In 
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In th’ilke fame head, by which you could at need 

Bothhelpe your felfe and ftand your freind in teed. 
Ah mee ( Sir Reynald ) fayd the wretched e4 pe 

Of all the Forreft hardeft is my hap 

That l vnhappy wretch, thus as you fee 

Am made the {corne ofother beatts to bee ; 

Yet ne’rtheletle Sir, if of your you pleafe 

You of your bounty may my fortunes cafe, 

And fet my wit intheold working way 

“* Want of imployment makes beft wits decay. 
Now certes( faidthe Fox) yee fay right well, 

“€ For cultome doth in power {0 excell; 

*¢ That vertues felfe in the moft liberall minde 

“For want of it ofttimes decay’d we find 

*¢ And vie being common made in vfefull things 

“© Vice to infeperable habit brings, 

Then pitty Cwere; foripea wit youhaue 

The want of good imploiment fhould depraue. 

Read then, Sir pe, what courfe you doe intend 

Andif init my helpe may you befriend: 

Doubt notto find tor old acquaintance fake 

My furtherance in any courfe you take. 
Tothisthe Ape, deepe fighing, thus did fay 

Ah (noble Sir) y bletfed be this day, 

That with fuch hap good fortune did me greet 

As with your felfe 0 happily to meet; 

For well I weene, I onely hope to rife 

By fage inftruction of your found deuife, 

Then read ( faire Sir ) of fauour I you pray 

What cuftome in the Court now beares cheife fway 

To what thing moft is that Heroicke mind 

Of our dread Soueraigne chiefely now enclind, 

‘© For well J wot the jubiect that willbring 

¢ Himfelfe in favour with his Lord and King, 

¢ What his Lord likes atJeaft mult feemeto loue 

“© And of his tancy mult alwayes approue. 
Surely ,faid Reyzald, this which you haue {poken 

Of your graueiudgement giues fuificient token, 
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Aad know, that now the Lyons chiefe delight 
Isto behold thofe that in nimble fight, 

Can beft purfue the wilder beafts in chafe 

And fuch as they be now in fpeciall grace; 
For he with idleeafe may not away 

The obftacle to vertues beft affay. 

And therefore lesft good dayes may be mifpent 
Tonoble exercife he {till is bent : 

Ne doe I doubr but you by pregnant wit 

To any exercife your felfe can fit, 

And though of footmanthip you be not flow 
Yet none amongft the beft of beafts 1 know 
Inall the woods with you compar’d may bee 
For nimblenes and {wift Agility. 

By whick you may in frowning Fates defpight 
Purchafe you fauor in your Soueraignes fight, 

Ah (deere Sir) faid the 4pe, ybletfed be 
‘Your life with length of dayes for Charitie 
To mepoore wretch. But fay Sir,I you pray 
By what ftep fhall I make my beft allay 
To gaine the Forefts King vnto my friend 
‘* A good beginning makesa happyend. 

To this the Fox replyed, Sir e+ pe, faid hee 
Wellhaue you faid, yet that my bufines bee 
Meane while your wits for my imployment frame 
For in the Forreft wee will find good game. 
«Let Drudges by bafe toile there liuing get 
*« The generous borne willonely liue by wit 5 
This faid, the fubtle Fox in fecret wile 
The e4pe gan counfeil with fuch found aduife 
That in fhort fpacein Court he gotinuch grace 
Whenthofe of more defert could find no piace. 

“* For few there be, that for good guifts of mind 
* Or vertues bare regard doe fauour find 
“ Onely they rife that can by guiletul! wit 
“€ Seruc their owne turne with gainetul] benefit, 
‘© The honelt mind from thence is made to flye 
*€ When fhameleffe ribaulds are aduarced high 
6 The 


The Beggers Ape. 


The fimple-hearted are accounted bafe, 

© When bold and impudent are moft in grace, 

6 Vaine boalting T bra/oes, foothing Fiatterers, 
** Sly cogging Gratoes, fecret whifperers, 

“ Tale-bearing Flecrers, and falfe accufing Iackes, 
‘ There beare beft fhewes vpon their golden backcs, 
“Mongft whom the Ape didbeare himlelte fo well 
That hee in rich atrire did farre excell ; 

And eke his fides with flefh f0 filled were, 

That not a bone did any where appeare. 

Ne, few him knew that knew him wellbefore 
T’haue bin the wretched Ape he was of yore, 
For never more did Proteus change his fhape ; 
Forto deceive, then didthis wilie e4pe 

At firft with lowly lookes and humble minde, 
Himfelfe in great States fauour he did winde, 
With Sycophantlike trickes, hee tooke delight, 
With every Iacketo play the Parafite, 

To footh, to cogge to fawne, to lye, to {weare, 
To crouch, to glofe, and patiently to beare 

All grotie abufe, to take vp euery word 

Falne from the lying lippes of fome great Lord: 
To laugh, looke fad, to like and diflike both, 
To fay and vnfay, fweare and forfweare troth. 
Bur when by humble feruice and long fuite 

In Ccurt hee came to bee of fome repute, 

Hee many fubtle fleights did quickly find 

T cxhale himfl’e when others came behind : 
Then waxt hee proud, and bent his guilefull wit 
To turne all things to his owne benefit; 

Falfe of his faith, yet prodigall in word, 

Darke inliistalke, yet feldome would afford 
Poore Saitors hearing ; but vnlefle they came 
With gold.n warrants figned for the fame : 
Yer if tuac Suitors meanes for fuites would vie, 
Whom better, then Sir Ape, could any chufe ; 
For many a Cai'ker-worme of common ftate 


Some farming Hachfter,or Sea runagate, 
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T’inceeafe their prinate good by publique ill, 
Might through his helpe with eafé obtaine their will. 
Thus the flye Ape with naturall wit endow’d, 
Grew great in wealth,by wealth grew wondrous proud. 
* Forcoftly wealth evento the bafeft wight 
“ Giues golden wings to foarea lofty flight. 

Now while the e4pe did ftudy more and more 

By daily begging to increafe his ftore, 

The Fox that idle was, but by his wit 

For the Apes turne ftilllayd foundation fir, 
Andon atime I weene, abone the reft, 
Toth’e-/pe hee commeth witha merry Ieft: 

(Sir 2/pe) quoth hee, if you my friend will ftand, 
Wee will not want t’haue gold at our command ; 
For I in Court haue founda gallant gull 

Whom of his.gold, (of which hee yet is full) 

We well may fleece, if you willlend your ayde 
To which in haft, the e4pe this anfwer made. 

Say in good footh, Sir Reywa!d, I you prays 
In what my word and deed you helpen may 
And of what e/ifer wight make you report 
1 know him not ? {pends he his dayes in Court ? 

Yes , quoth the Fox, to.Court he came of late 
And well L wot hee is a Jolly mate; 

It isto wit, the 4/e, whofe aged fyre 

Did toyle himfelte and drudge for daily hyre 
And left his thrifty gaine vnto his fonne 

To gentilize it here when he was gone- 

Sayd then the Ape, foule fhame fuch focles betide 
That to maintayne their fonnes vnehritty pride 
Willbow their labouring backes and take no pleafure 
For all their paines vpon their hardrackt treafure. 

The Fox reply’d, youfeeme to bee a Foe 
To gentle kinde; for if it were not fo, 

How fhould the Forreft in a moment fpace, 

Breed fo much gentle-blood of meaner race, 

And foothto fay, this -4//¢ though meanely borne 

Yet through much wealth,made wondrous full of Corn, 
An 
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An humour ftrange in his conceit doth feed 

That by difcent hee comes of Noble breed. 

Tt was my chance the other day tobe 

With th’horned Goate, and him in company, 

Who both were clad in goodly rich array : 

But in attire, the A/e was farre more gay. 

His head with plume of Feathers was bedight, 

His trappings all with Bells and Bofles bright 

Was richly turnifhed; which wich more pride 

Hung downe vntothe ground oneyther fide. 

Thete luftie Gallantsto increafe their fame, 

In their conceits at Knighthood bothdoth ayme. 

Which if for them wee can by friends obtayne, 

Wee fhall not fayle for meed t’haue double gayne ; 

For the 4f fo vaine appeares, that he will giue 

His whole elflate, ere he ynknighted line, 

And for the Geate, we fhallhaue golden fee 

Of Female kind, that they may ce bee. 

Being dub’d by him ; Say then (Sir -4pe) I pray 

Good gaine is ofttimes loft by long delay, 
Sir Reynald, {aid the Ape, my -forward-mind 

Brookes no delay, where I a meane may find 

To worke my will: but know that your intent 

Makes me much doubt, the fequell of th’euent : 

For this high Order is to thofe affign’d, 

That famous be for vertue of the mind, 

Or for fome high atchiuement ; for their meed 

Hane purchas’d it, to glorifie their deed. 

How may we then 0g fuch a thing to paffe, 

As purchafe Knighthood for the goldene+ fz. 
Tufh, quoth the Fox, the world now doth not &e 

The thing that is, but that which feemes to bee. 

And hee whofe tongue the tayle of Greatneffe lickes 

Tf he will thrive, his Confcience neuer ftickes 

To ouergild, and lift vp to the skies 

With decpeft oathes, inuentions blackeft lyes ; 

And that we may our purpofe bring to paffe, 

We mutt ob{cure the folly of the 4 fe. Th 
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The vertues rare that beautifie his mind, 
Wee mutt applaud, thereby the world to blind ; 
And fay and fweare, that heeamongft the beft 
OF all the Forreft is the hopeful’ft beaft ; 
So to the world they both fhall feeme to bee 
For vertues fake, much worthy this degree. 

Now certes, {aid the 4pe, this is good leafing 
And to the Lyon it will fare bee pleafing : 
When in the Forreft hee fhall heare the tame, 
Which in their high applaufe wee can proclaime. 
Meane time, Sir Reynald, backe returne with {peed 
Voto them both, and tell them “tis decreed, 
That worthy they fhall weare the golden Spurre 
Like two true fonnes of ears, and ne’re incurre 
The hazard of the Field, but onely this, 
To haue our fee before, we may not mille, 

Tuth, quoth the Fox, bee.confident in mees 
A foole hee is that will behind hand bee : 
If chat our purpofe haue but good event 
The gaineis ours, neere thinke your paines. mifpent. 
This faid, themfelues:they both began t'apply 
T’effe& their purpofe, all their.friends they try ; 
And fuch applaufes daily they impute 
To the Affe and Goat,for whom they make this fuite 
That inthe endboth twaine in.pompeand pride 
Were dubd Knightserrand, of the Forreft wide 
Of whom in.guerdon oftheir mickle paines 
The begging «4 pe and Fox had golden gaines, 
So both thinke well themflue; apayd tobee 
ae withtheit:Knigk.thood,th other with their Fee, 
But let not fich bafe Loffels that account 
All merit vayne,and onely hope to mount 
Themflues with golden wings to fiurch degree 
That feeke to purchafe it with bafer Fee ; 
And thinke a-filuer filken veftiment 
A gilded Spurre, or ftrange acoutrement 
The fruits of brainficke fancies fond delight 
The onely meanes to. make.a perfect Knight. 
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Let not {ach dunghil brood of Keftrill kinde 

That vato honour neuer caft their minde 

Difmay the noble fpirit that aflayes 

Through deeds of Armes his name on high to raife; 

For bare degrees that want true vertues merit 

Shall in fames golden booke no place inherit. 

When Honour, Meede, and noble vertues praife 

In Swan-white age findes freth and youthfull dayes ; 

Then let not fond Sir A/é,difpracefull feeme 

To thofe that for their worth and high efteeme 

In vertuesbare regard exalted bee 

By Princes grace to place of fuch degree ; 

Let boafting 2S, Sresmatee ofour time 

And golden-handed Churles, that feeke to clime 

To ate, fach high credit, inly burne 

And with the vaine Sir 4/2, the Begger fpurne; 

So fhall the Ape their follies ftilkderide 

And fleece their ftore for theiv &fpiring pride. 

Who tafting once the fweet delights that came 

By this his Begging trade, himfelfe did frame 

With golden fees ot dayly Begging bafe, 

Shamelight on gaine got with fo fouledi(grace ; 

Yet fhameletle hee continued begging til 

To glut the gulfe of his vnfatiate wil. 

Which many noble beafts did foone efpie 

Oa whome the Lyous fafetie did relye, 

To whofe great wifdome and fore-cafting cares 

Gotnated were the Forrefts cheife Affaires. 

But’mongft them all, that moft illaftrate beaft 

That worthy Counfellor from heau’n ybleft, 

The noble Elephant tooke {peciall heed 

That out of Court fich Beggers he might weed. 

And footh to fay, as Greekes-doe well recite 

With crooked Trumpet he could truely write, 

And by the working of his prudent mind 

Could oft obfure the wits of humaine kind ; 

For on his care the Kingdomes happines 

Did mok depend, and for ue worthines r 
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Tohim committed was in cuftodie 
The keeping of the common Treafurie. 
This worthy Peere, who dayly did behold 
The fhamelcffe begging of thele Beggers bold 
In wifedome diuers wayes did caft about 
To findethe wily e4pes foule knatiery out. 
But th’ Ape fo well him bore.that long it was 
E’veth’ Elephant could bring his will to palle ; 
Meane timelikeasthe Leach vpon the ftore 
From greedy fucking ne’re defifts, before 
The place be bloodletle left exhaulted dry 
Sodid th’ Ape toth’e4fz himfelfe apply. 

For when the doultifh beaft ycleped was 
Through all the Court (by name of hight Sire4/e ) 
Poft vppe with pride, he thought himfelfe tobce 
The faireft beaft that euier eye did fee, 
Hee learned had to praunce with ftately pace 
To raynehis Affes head with lofty grace 
And in each point himfelfe fo high tobeare 
As if that hee fome noble Palfray were ; 
Which pride ofhis, was laughed foto {corne 
Of euery beaft that knew himto bee borne 
Of bafe defcent. yet heethrough want of wit 
Swolne proud by wealth, fuch folly did commit, 
That he their common Gull accounted was 
And bore the title ofthe golden eA ff. 

Which.th’4pe did well perceine,& with vaine fhowes 
Of fained friendfhip gan with him to glofe, 
With foothing.tongue his folly he did teed 
And gaue him counfell by fome glorious deed 
To amplify his name in euery place, 
Hee knew he was not come of Afes race; 
But racher fprung of fome {uch noble breed 
As {wift wiag'’d Pega/ws that heau'nly Steed. 
Hee witht him therefore in a fingle race 
Tochalenge th’Hoz/e, thereby to get him grace 
Ne did he doubt buthe fhould win the day 
If hee with cougage boldbut gaue th’ Affay- 
Sir 


The Begeers Ape. 


Sir Affe, with felfe conceit being mou’d in minde 
To heare his praife, forgot himfelfe by kinde 
T’haue bin an e4fé,and inthis humour fent 
Achalenge to the Her/ée with this intent, 

To runne with him before the Forreft King 

In hope himfelfe in fauour for to bring. 

The day was fet and chofen was the place 

Vpon the open Plaine torunne this race; 
Where the dread King of bealts ftood:to behold 
The ftout Sire 4/e, performe his chalenge bold ; 
The time being come forth came theduftie Hor/e 
With comély grace to runne th’expeéted courfe, 
Who by his ftately gefture gan to fhow 

Stout fignes in proud contemptof his bafe foe. 
His crefted necke hee often bow’d to ground 
With foaming month as if he would confound 
The earth at once, and from his no!thrils came 

A fierie breath as from afurnace-flame ; 

His pricking Eares ftood ftartling on his head 
And of acommoncuftomeinlye bred, 

Iniollity of pride which did abound, 

His hollow hoofe {till played vpon the ground ; 
At laft from his ftrong necke in neighing fhrill 
With found thereof the Forreft hee did GH, 
Seeming thereby to call vpon Sir e4fe, 
Thatin this.challenge the appellant was. 

Who vainely vaunting with a gallant trayne 
Came proudly prauncing onthe ample Plaine ; 
Where when hee:came beholding well the Horfe 
His comely grace, braue fhape, and wondrous force : 
Halfe in de(paire hee did himfelfe repent 

Of his proud challenge and bold hardiment. 

Yet with the vayne applaufe of Hattering mates 
Being proudly prickt, with Courags boldhe waites, 
The time appointed to begin the race 

Before the Forreft King being then in place ; 

The figne once giuen, Sir Affe, began torunne 
With greedy hope great il thereby t’ hauewonne. 
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But the braue erfe in pace away did goe 
Like winged fhaft fhot froma Tufcan bowe, 
O. like a Swallow in the welkin bright 
That fheeres the fabtle ayre with nimble flight, 
Leauing the fluggifh e#/e with fhame behind 
To know himfclfe to be an Af? by kind. 
Wich mickle laughter bred in every place 
Amoaelt the bealts that ftood to fee the race, 
Which the e#pe did well obferue with flye intent 
As he that knew, what would be the event ; 
For when the e4ffé,among{l the better fort 
Washeld inbafe contempt throughout the Cours, 
And left forlorne for his ftupidiry 
The Az alone, did keepe him company. 
Whofe doltifh nature by his cunning wit 
In all his ations done hedid fo fir, 
That inthe end by craft and.coufeningfiye 
Hee gull’d the fimple beaft and fuckt him dry. 
Who left forlorne returned all a mort 
Vnto his Country home, from Prsaces Court. 
There helpeletle to bewaile in wofull wife 
His lavith will and wanton riotize ; 
O wretchedend of idle vanity, 
Of mifexpence and Predigality, 
You younger wits that {pend your golden houres, 
Your felues and fubftance in great Prsaces bowers ; 
That quaffe downe Court delights, and dayly {will 
The feeming fugred Weétar of your ill; 
That weare your large left patrimonies bare 
In Dzinke, in Dice, Dauncing and dainty fare. 
That vp and downe in Antick fhapes doe jet, 
And on your golden backs doe beare your debr, 
And with a vaine bewitching hope ftruck blind 
Of idle fame doe watch to catch the wind, 
Yet thinke your felues all othersto fu-pafle 
In reaching wit, Behold this forlorn: 477, 
Who’mongft the beft, once iolly blithe and trim 
In deepeft waues of {weet delight did fwim; 
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Now of his golden good he being bereft 

And driven home,when fearce no home was left : 

In ftead of ftately bower, where he had bin 

An homely Cottage gladly enters in, 

Where with fad fighes his wretched eyes doe fill 

In ftead of Arras and (weet paintings skill, 

Vpon the brokenrooseand flender walls 

Sticks fmoakie black and Spiders dufty coales, 

In ftead of fweet perfumes,the bitter fmoake 

With foggy clouds his tender fight doth choake, 

In ftead of Siluer plate, or purelt Glaffe 

Hee with the Beggers difh now pleafed was, 

In which for Wine to glad his wofull hart 

Hee takes cold Whey and water in good part, 

His Courtly dyet fraught with many adifh 

Ofdiuers kindes of dainty Flefh and Fith, 

Is now become thealmes of fome'good houfe 

Ochomely morfell of fome hungry Moufe. 

The ground his board, greene grafle his Carpet makes 

And forhis Bed a pad of Straw hetrakes 

In which diftreffe, by his owne folly bred 

Hee weeps, he fighes, and fhakes his wofull head ; 

Blaming his bitter Fate, but allin vaine 

Since of his wealthy ftore naught doth remaine. 

Meanetimethe Ape that liu’d vpon his loffe 

Seeing the wretched fortune of the Affe, 

Did laugh to fcorne his wofull mifery 

And pitch’d his nets with fraud and fudrilty ; 

Tocircumvent the weake ard fimple fot 

That vfed co frequent the Princes Court. 

Bat thus while th’: 4pe fuch things to palle did bring 

About the pallace of the Forreft King 

The greedy Wolfehis part did alfo play 

In woods abrosdt’obtaine his wifhed pray, 

Who was a bloudy beaft of wicked brood 

And fought toliue by {poyle of others gocd. 

Yet had hee large poff: (lions of his owne, 

And inthe woods was mighty wealthy growne, 
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Whereby he daily fought in Cruell wife 

Vpon the poorer Beafts to Tyrannize, 

The Woods in Common, and th’adioyning Plaine 

Hee did conuert vnto his priuate gaine ; 

And meaner beafts that nigh his Den did dwell, 

Hee from their owne abodes did oft expell. 

*Mong{t whom the Urchin and the Squsrrit hight, 

By the e-7pes helpe, he robbed of their right : 

For in clofe thicket farre from fight of Sunne 

Where inhis darkfome Den the Welfe-did wonne, 

The induftrious Urchin in his little Cell, 

Not farre from thencealone did chance to dwell. 

At whole good hap the Welfe did much repine 

And daily did behold with enuious eyne, 

How he in fharpeft Winter did enioy 

The fruites of Sommers toyle without annoy ; 

For when Pomona did in winters fcorne 

The Woods greene heads with golden fruit adorne, 

When fields doe feem to laugh, when flowers doe {pring 

When Beatts doe play, and Birds doe fweetly fing ; 

Then would the Urchin watch with curious eye, 

When Boreas blafts did cuffe the-Clouds in skye 

And fhake the Tree when like thicke fhowers of raine 

The Fruit would fall, the which with mickJe paine 

Vpon his brifled backe, the Vchin bore 

Home to his Cell to make his winters ftore, 

Whereby from winters thrall hee liu’d fecure, 

When other Bealts. much forrow did endure, 

Now atthe entry.of the fterne Wolfes denne 

The place of his abode hadlong time bin ; 

That ‘gainft the State nought could be done or fayd, 

Bue by the Yrchev it might bee bewrayed. 

The Wolfe likewife out ot his greedy moade 

Did feeke t’inlarge the place ot his abode, 

By proud incroaching of that little Cell 

In which his neighbour, th’Vrchin vs’dto dwell; 

Wherefore hee fought by death or fome difgrace, 

To difpotledfe the Urchin of that place. i 
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And on atime fromhome as th’ Vrchin went 
Abroad into the Forreft withintent 
As was his wont, to get flich labours meed, 
As Fortune in the Forreft had decreed. 
Loe inthe way the rauening Wolfe did watch 
This filly beaft within his pawes to catch, 
Whom he did often thinke to make his prey, 
Yet durft hee not at that time giue th’ Affay ; 
So well the /rchin did hisbody arme 
With coate of proofe, ’gainft all intended harme, 
The Wolfe therefore perceiuing force to faile 
Did feeke by flattering falfhood to preuaile. 
For in the way finding occafion meet 
With fawning werds, thus th’Urchis hee did greet. 
Now neighbour, quoth the Wolfe, yoube well met 
Vpon what high atchieuement be you fet, 
That you thus armed bee, feemes you doe ftand 
In dangers doubt, and feare fome harme at hand, 
Nay certes, quoth the /rchix, nought I feare 
Ofharmet'enfue,this armed coateI weare 
For no fuch caufe ; but that with paine I may 
Vpon my brifled hide, fuch fruit conuay 
To my poore home, which in the woods I find, 
Leaft withthe fluggard vato eafe inclin’d, 
On Summers pleafure I doe fondly feed, 
And waat in Winter to fultaine my need. 
The Wolfe replyed, y bleffed be thy paine 
And labour, that deferues to reape good gaine ; 
Yet letme now ditfwade thee to difarme 
Thy felfe this once, and feare no future harme, 
This day defilt from toyle and goe with mee 
Vnto our friend, where wee will welcome bee ; 
Forto all Beafts, this day is by the Bore 
Kept feftiuall, where we fhall finde good ftore 
Of divers dainty Fruits, of which at will 
Withouten labonr thou mayeft hanethy fill, 
This fayd, he vfed:fuch kinde courtefie 
Mix’d with fuch friendly Importunitic ; oy 
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hat the poore Vrehiz, thought his meaning good 
And would with him ynto the neighbouring Wood, 
Whereas the Bore fhould wonne ; but loe at need 
A fricnd was by, tohelpehim at that fteed. 
And fare the filly Vrchin that fame day 
Vnto the Rauening Wolfe had beenea prey, 
Bat that the Squirrill from the lcauie Tree, 
Vnfcene tothem the Wol/es intent did fee; 
Who tothe Yrchts, call'd with loude exclaime ; 
Fond foole faid hee, what madnes is this {ame ? 
How dareft thou credit that fame cruell Beaft, 
That onthy Carkatle feekesto make his Feaft. 
Take heed, by his feducements bee rotled, 
If thou difarme thy felfe thou art bur dead. 
For hence I did behold how inthe way 
In fecret couerthid, hee lurking lay, 
Andhadft thou not with ftiffe. quill’d pointed hide 
Beenearm'd about ; by him thou fure hadft dy’d, 

The /rchin hearing this, vpon his chin 
Did fet his feet and drew his brifled skin 
About his body round, as any ball 
To fhield himfelfe, and fhun his fatall fall. 

Which when the Wolfe perceiu’d, hee went his way 

Inrag'din minde, and vow-d without delay 
To att a {wift reuenge vpon them both, 
And for his caufe, vnto thee 4pe he goeth ; 
To whom, Complaint againft them he doth bring 
To be preferr‘d vito the Forrelts King. 
Hee told, how th'Vrchinlike a theeuih wight 
Did fteale abroad indcad of darkfome night, 
Vfing to fucke the full-fed Kine vnkepr, 
While the roore Neatheard all {fecurely flcpt : 
And how the Sqtsrrill to augment his ttore, 
Did rob the Forreft of the Fruit icbore ; 
And tohis will, that he might better fhape 
The greedy fancy of the Begging dpe, 
Hee wifh’d him begge the forfeit of their Goods, 
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There was, with whom fuch treafure could be found 
As with themtwaine which chiefly did abound 
With Nuts, and Aples, which the Woe/fe could tell 
Aboue all things, the e ¥pe lou'd wondrous well. 
And footh to fay thefe tidings did fo pleafe 

Th’e4 pes greedy humor, that with little cafe 
The Welfe obtain‘d his wifh for in {mall {pace 
The Urchin and the Squirrsii wanting grace 
Offriends to backe their caufe were from thofe Woods 
Exil'd for aye, and forfeited there goods ; 
Whereby the Wolfe poffeflion did obtaine 

Of th’ /rchins little Cell, and th’ epe did gajne 
By begging Nuts and Aples which of yore 

By others paines were hoarded vp in ftore, 

Thus dayly did the fubtile 4pe obtaine 

Pleafare and profit both withouten paine, 

By which! weenecompar’d toall the reft 

** Amongft all Craftfmen Beggersare the belt: 
For cu’nthe proud ’ft chat thinkes paines taking’s bafe. 
Toturne oft Begger thinkes it no difgrace, 

But whileft the 4pelull'd in fecurity 

Did {wim in pleafures and felicity 

Not wanting ought, for feldome did hecraue 
The guift of ought but he the fame might haue, 
The noble Elephant that inthe Court 

Did beare chiefe {way amongft the fupreame fort 
Like a true Statefman,for the Forreft good 
Againft the Apes incellant begging ftood. 
Whereby the -4pe did ftoope his gallant minde 
For though by information he might finde 

Ought worthy begging, yet the Princes grant 
Hee did not craue ; becanfe by th’Elephane 

Oft to revoke his grant the King was mou'd 

If tothe ftate it preiudiciall ftocd ; 

Therefore the e4pe that liu’d before fecure 

And thought his golden begging would endure 
For ever certaine :. witha heauy cheere 


Now hung the head; for wellit didappeare 
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Hee might goe fwinke and {weat to get his liuing 
Since that the Forreft Prince did ceafe from giuing, 
Sir Reynald likewife that fame cratry mate 
That did in the 4pes beg'd guifts participate 
Now wanted meanes, whereby he might fupport 
His brauery ‘mongft the gallants of the Court 
For long he watched had,and caft abeut 
By his ‘fine wit to finde fome purchafe out 
Some ancient Ruine of Antiquitie 
Orougkt that might be tearm'd invtilie, 
But naught he found that in the Forreft ftood 
That was invtilie for common good, 
Which whenhe did perceiue : halfe in defpaire 
Vnto the e4pe his friend he made repaire 
Who to each other often though in vaine 
Their fad mifhap in feeret did complaine. 
Yet inthe end the Fox did finde afetch 
“* For dire conftraint, the wit at large doth ftretch, 
Hee well remembred that ifany beaft 
Were found offenfiue to the Kings beheaft 
Or did infringe the Law through all the Woods 
By penall ftarutes loft both Lands and goeds, 
The which without controle, as lawfull gaine 
Th’e4 pe for a boone by begging might obtaine, 
This once being thought vpon the wily -4pe 
As carefull of their good this fpeech fhape, 

Sir Reynald ({aid the 4 pe) wee beincale 
Tobe vndone ynleffe by Joues goed grace 
Againtt the ftorme, in time we doe pronide 
** Fime runnes away andno man ftayes the tide, 
You fee that wee be needy and in lacke 
Ard inthe Court, the eyes of every Iacke 
Are fix'd yponvs, and thefe garments old 
Cannot in Court our countenance long vpheld, 
Then fay (Sir Reynald ) as yee be right wife 
What hopefull courfe for vs can you deuife 
Wee mutt prouide for helpe without delay 
Or hopelefle leaue the Court and runne away. 
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The Fox rcply U full little did I weene 
That in this cafe fo witlefle you had beene 
So long as hopé remaines ; why fhould wee doubs 
Haue wee not working wit to caft about, 
Then haue good hope, for wee in little fpace 
Will worke our felues againe in Fortunes grace, 
We know right well the Ove and filly Sheepe 
Though they themfelues from Court in priuate keepe 
As being but rufticke Chu ffes of bafe account 
Yet they in wealthy fubftance farre furmount 
Whom if by fubrilty we can but draw 
Within the compaffe of the Princes law 
To ftop our mouthes we fhall haue golden fee 
So much they feare in danger for to bee, 
And if this faile; yet We vpon our oath 
As loyall fubie&s can appeach them both 
For {peaches fpoken ‘gaintt the Gouernment 
Or other trefpaffe, which we can inuent, 
Which that wee may to better purpofe bring 
We can difguis’d,talke ofthe Forreft King 
And aske what tydings in the Princes Court 
What vice in common they doe moft fupport 
And in their fpeech if we them tripping take 
VVee by addition can the matter make 
To feeme farre worfe ; by which if they ith’ end 
Conniéted bee ; thenthat which we intend 
V Veehaue obtayn’d ; for we their goods haue wonne 
In recompence Of our good feruice done. 
This faid, the 4pe approuing Reynald wit 
Inthat hee at a pinch, could helpe with it 
V Vith {peed in fome ftrange habit, voth difguis'd 
V Vould put in practife what hee had deuis’d, 
They both agreed themfelues forthwith toclad 
Like ftranger Country men of late decayed; 
V Vhofe habit and demeanor had you feene 
You would haue though the wretched Ape t’ haue been 
Some fturdie Clowne that late had left the Carre 
And in this ftrange difguife had come from farre, 
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Hee was y clad allin a Ruffet gray 

Ofcourfelt ftuffe, yet with fuch meane aray, 

Hee feemed well appay’d as did appeare 

Being well contented with his Countrey weares 

His ruffet lerkin, many yeares y worne 

Was waxen bare, and at the elboestorne : 

His Breeches of the fame made {canty wife 

So clofé did fit vnto his brawny thighes, 

That his fat fankes that plumpe and jolly were, 

Like two round Balls did through the-fame appeare ; 

Thereto, his blew round Cap him well became 

With a plume Feather pendant on the fame, 

Whicho'th’one fide ofhis head he ener wore 

As if in minde fome high conceit hee bore. 

Arulty Sword hee carryed by his fide 

Andat his backea Dagger well ytide, 

For many hackes therein made long agoe 

Sufficient proofes did of the mettall fhow, 

His woollen Hofe wereof the purett white 

Ofthicke ftrorig knit, and yet inepen fight 

Were broken ’boue the heeles, and both his Shooes 

Worne with long trauell out about the toes. 

And thus he trauayl’d withhis fellow Foxe 

About the Forreft for to finde the Ove, 

And filly Sheepe, whom the 4pe had firft efpide 

In Field farre off, faft by the Riuer fide, 

And {aid vnto the Foxe; Behold I fee 

In yon fame field, where they both grafing bee : 

Now proue your wit Sir Reyzald, if you can, 

Begin you firft, you are the grauer man. 

This fayd,they came where th’'Oxe and Sheepe did grafe, 

Whomthus the Foxe did zreet with fawning phrate ? 

Allhaile (Sir Ox) faid hee, full glad am I 

To fee you beare your lofty head fo high, 

It feemes tovs by this your goodly port 

Youare in fauour in the Princes Court, 

You can informe vs of fometidings there 

And ‘bout the Lyoz, who chiefe place doth beare, ; 
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The Oe reply’d, (good Sir) you deeme amiffe 
* Por your coniecture goes aftray in this, 
** Seeing Courtly fauour is no canfe that I 
** Seeme thus to beare my branched head fo hie, 
** But humble thoughts, which wounded harts doe heale 
*« Infweet content, is caufe of all weale, 
** Pale enuy poyfon to the Statefmans-good 
** Nere gnawes my heart ne fisckes my vitall blood, 
** Nor greedy Anarice of others fhares 
** Difturbes my {weet content with boundlefle cares; 
*¢ Thefepaitures bounds my thoughts doe euer bound, 
** Nedoe | ioy to feed in ftranger ground, 
** But with my Fate faffic'd | Rtillabide 
** Not fearing any ill that may betide, 
** Of Mutlickes rareft skill I take no keepe 
** Ar any time to fummontimely fleepe, 
“* But fweet voyc'd Birds, and milde Streames gently 
“© My weary limbes, in re(ttull quiet Hufhes.  (gufhes 
«© The often horrid founds of Court Alarmes 
** Ne’re ftartle me from fleepe for feare of harmes, 
*¢ But fleeping till the morne fecure of feares, 
* The Birds fing {weet Bon-jours about mine eares : 
“* Thus live I happy in content of minde, 
* Which wee in Courtly greatnelfe feldome finde. 
Certes, faid the Ape, it feemes yeebe right wife 
That can of worldly weale fo well aduife, 
And yet in this me {cemcs you haue digrett, 
For *mongtft the belt you being a goodly beaft 
To great aduancement, may your felfe foone bring 
And authorize high Seruice forthe King. 
“ Alas, (quoth th’Ox-_) How vulgar is affe&ion 
£€ Ty vainely feeking after fond promotion, 
«© As well th’[gnoble as the Noble blood 
** Deeme vading pompe the happie mans chiefe good, 
“ Yet view the Court and marke the mifery 
®* Of thofe that {wim in Court felicitie, 
“* whole wretched {teps in Princes Courts attends 
“ His flaaith will on ozhers wills depends, 
D> Fis 
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** His turn-coat thoughts more light then lighteft feather 
€€ Turn’d with the winde and return’d with the weather: 
** Eu’n as his Mafters changing humour is, 
“* Muft turne and Change to like of that or this 
* Againft his Confcience praife impietic, 
‘* And footh foule finne with fawning flatteric. 
* And yet fuppofe thou fhouldft exalted bee 
“* To fome place paft Court-crouching with the knee, 
«© And by thehelpe of Greatneffe finde fuch grace 
‘* As necre the fteps of Maieftie t’haue place, 
*< Yet marke (fond foole) and {ee what vnfeene woe 
** Would follow:thee though thou in Gold fhouldit goe, 
‘© To bee a Partner in the Priuitie 
** Andclofe cencealementof Authoritie, 
*< Though to thy fecond felfe thou fhew the fame 
«© Oft winnes thee Death, and neuer dying fhame ; 
‘* Yetin thy Confcience to conceale {uch things 
‘*'V Vhen !ifeis gone, Death worfe then death it brings, 
** Oh then how bleft and happy a wight is hee 
‘* That liues from Court though nere fo bate he bee, 
T enlarge this Theame the Sheepe did filence breake, 
*¢ Deare neighbor Oe (quoth he ) the truth you fpeake, 
** Yet morethen this, doe many vndergoe 
“€ That in the Court doe make a goodly fhew, 
** For many there that beare fo bold a face 
‘* And deeme all vulgars beggerly and bafe, 
*¢ That ftrut on Tiptoe, and with Elboe pride 
*© Afpire to reach the {quare from fide to fide, 
** Ott ftoope their gallant mindes and prove I w<ene, 
“ VVorfe Beggers farre then tl.ofe that Beggers beenes 
** VVith fawning tongue and Court eclipfing guile 
«« They claw the Great in vices more then vile, 
‘« And then of this orthat in daily begging, 
* They ftill follicice them with tedicus gaping, 
‘¢ Butloe alas, what proues this hardracket {tore 
«* Got by eucroaching on the pined poore, 
‘* Lifes bitter curfe, while heere on Earth wee dwell 
** And Soules fad burthen bearing downs: ta Hell. 
"VY Vby 
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why then dee thofe that tedioufly importune 
** The royall Lyoz to aduance their Fortune, 
** Thus bafe and Begger-like Ollicite Rtill 
‘« T’increafe their profit by a generall ili: 
‘* They knew the noble Lyons Royall minde 
«¢ To humble Suitors is by nature kinde, 
** Nor ftearne nor ftatefullto the Subiects bafe, 
“But full of Lenitie and Gentle grace, 
«* They know hee ftriues by his benignitie 
“© To imitate the Gods in Charitie, 
*¢ Which they will ftill abufé, being Begger-lipr, 
** Till from his Court fuch Beggers bafe be whipt. 
This {peech fo toucht the efpe, that with much paine 
Hee could himfelfe in quiet moode containe. 
But Reynald thus reply’d, ‘* Weil naue you fpoken 
«* In this behalfe, for thefe your words betoken 
** Your common care, which nature tyes vs to, 
«* Not for our felues being onely borne to doe. 
‘* Yer you (me feemes Sir Ore ) without fuch fhift 
«« By merit may your felfe cohonour lift, 
** Seeing euery where true mérit hath her plage 
«© At leaft itcanno where receiue difgrace 
The Oxe reply’d, «I would thy words weretrne 
«© Would merit euery wiere might haue her due, 
«¢ Then fhould I not behold vnto my griere 
‘© The meritorious want without relicte. 
*€ But loe, Ah latfe, behold the noble Hor/e 
«¢ That eu’n hath fpent the vemoft of his force, 
*’Gaintt the £gleand the Drager his proi:d mate 
«* Who both of late made warre vpon our State, 
«* How oft haue I beheld him with delight 
** Preparing of himfelfc for bloody fighr, 
*¢ Who neuer fear'd what might by foes bee done 
¢ with Ha, ha, ha, tie Battaile hath begun, 
* The eyes of Gorgon burning inhis head 
© With feare hath made his fainting toes halfe dead. 
“© And proudly praunciag witha fide-long pace 
** Lifting his fetlockes vp with nimble grace, aye 
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 A]l Rainbow-like hee bore his crett deckt necke 
«€ In proud conrempt of any Counterchecke, 
‘ Then on the hard ground hauiag made fome proofe 
“ Of the ftrong battery of hishardy hoofe, 
«: With nimble Capers ina (tately daunce 
“ He towards the battaile bold would proudly praunce, 
“ And being come in fight of th’Armed foes 
. © Hee fnuffes, he puffes,he Boggles, fnoarts and blowes, 
‘And neighing with fhrill voyce, hee feemes to cry 
‘6 And call for Combate with the Enemy. 
“ Then likethe Lightning from the Eafterneayre 
“ O- fwifteft whirlewind, in his fierce repayre 
“ To flie’mongtt thickeft troupes he hath bin feene 
& To Joe his lite, or worthy Conqueft winne, 
‘* WVhere ina moment, fromthe dufty ground 
“ Into the ayre hee vp wouldlightly bound, 
«© And falling downe againe, with fincwie fhankes 
“© V Vould beat and batter downe the thickeft.rankes, 
“ Erom whence he oftentimes (though wounded) came 
 VVith Conquefts high renowne,and endleffe fame. 
< But now where is the mecd of his true merit ? 
< VVho now yeelds comfort to his fainting fpirit ? 
“ Line not the fonnes of ears in enery eye 
“‘ The perfect maps of Ragged beggery, 
“ As oftenas their wounds they doe behold 
“© The which they tooke their Countries caufe t’vphold, 
«« Their eyes, lippes,hands,and harts,to heau'n doe goe, 
‘VV ifhing pale Death to end their helplefle woe ; 
¢ yvhich being deny’d dire need doth them contiraine 
“ To doe the thing their foules did once difdaine, 
«* Eu’n Begger-like one ae Mite to craue 
“ Poorelite within hishalfe-faru’d houfe; tc faue. 
This faid, the Foxe forthwith with winking eyne 
Toth’Apeas was decreed gaue priuie figne. 

Who ftepping forth. with countenance fell, thus fpake 
« Friend Foxe quoth hee, your witnefie heere I take 
* Of their difloyall words, whichintimate 


“ Their treacherous thoughts againft the Prince & State. 
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“ Sure fayd the Fox, their fpeeches dog import 
S« As muchas Treafon, if ‘twere heard in Court, 
But they perchance will happily repent 
“¢ ¥ ct me diifwade youthen from your intent, 
© Foz ifthe Councell of the Lyon dread 
*© Bee ceitified of this, they are bur dead, 
** They fhall compound with you, aiid “swere not good 
** Fox you to feeke the fhedding of their blood, 
With this intent the Fox thus {pake, as hee 
That thought rhercby to gaine fome golden fee 
To ftop their mouths, but beth the Sheepe and Oxe, 
Perceiuing well the Knauery of the Foxe, 
As they that guiltleile were, withouten doubt 
Defied both Fox and efpe with courage ftont. 
The 4pe perceiuing this fwore by his head 
For the their words, they fhould ere long be dead, 
And  enrag'd to Court he went againe 
With Reynald his lye copefmate to complaine. 
Where when they came, fuch Treafon they dere@& 
Which ’gainft the Oxe and Sheepethey did obie&, 
That with fwift fummoning they cyted were 
Before the Lyons Councell to appeare. 
The.time was fet, and loe thofe Royall Peeres 
That on their backes the Forrefts burthen beares 
foxe-like in Councell, each one tooke his place 
To giue their judgement in fo weightiea cafe, 
The Guard attendant on the Forreft King 
The Oxe and Sheepe, vnto the Barre did bring ; 
Then with fhrill voyce, the Cryer ‘mongft them all 
A generall filence through the Court did call, 
Which euery where aduifefull audience bred 
While thus th’Inditement by the Clerke was read, 
* Come forth Sir Oxe ({ayd hee) {tand at the Barre; 
& And thou Sir Sheene, yee both Indited are 
* For Treafon, ‘gainft the Lyo our dread King 
£¢ Which th’e 4pe and Foxe of late to light didbring, 
*€ And far lewd Speech vs'd *mongft the valgar fort 
*€ Seeking thereby for to defame the Court ; 
E ¢ Inti- 
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*< Tatitling thofe by names of Beggers bafey 
*6 That for defert areinthe Princes grace: 
*€ And which is worfe for your difloyal: hate 
‘* And treafonable grudging ‘gainift the ftace 
©© Ofall which treafons worthy vengefull wreake 
“« If you be guilty or not guilty fpeake ? 

*© To this, the Oxe not guilty did reply 
‘* And therewithall he craved liberty 
** With humble fuite thathe might an{wer fhape 
“© Gainft this Inditement of the Fox and «4fe, 
“« Which granted after humble reuerenee made 
** Vnto the bench, thefe words he boldly fayd. 
** Right honored Lords, Peeres of a peereleffe King 
** From whofe fole care our common good doth fpring, 
“© The greateft part of treafon vrged heere 
“* As by the inditement read may well appeare 
* Confifts in words which as our foes-report 
© By vs were fpoken ‘gainft the King and Court : 
** But daigne dread Lords,to marke what we haue fayd 
‘* Andwhat conftruction thereof they haue made; 
** Naught ‘gainft the Court or Courtier did wee fay 
*« Bur’gaintt fuch Vice as inthe Court. beares fway. 
‘* The Court where wonnes fo many a Iouiall {pring 
*¢ Made famous by the influence of a noble King, 
« As like Zoxes Pallace 'boue the ftarry skye, 
** Rather to beeadinir’d, then judg’d with mortalleye ; 
°© Yet as in a Paradife of weer delight 
** With rareft Fruits and faireft Flowers bedight, 
‘* Ne’retheletfe the care the cunning Gardener takes _ 
‘* His hookes, his fythes, his pickaxe, fpade and rakes, 
** Some fruitletfe weeds are growing on the ground: 
** So jn our Kings owne Pallace may bee found 
*¢ Amongft the number that praife- worthy bee 
“* Some wicRed Beafts of more then bafe degree. 
“* And gainft fuch Vice, as they doe there fupport 
““ Wee did inueigh; and notagainft the Court : 
“* Ne did we fay, that fuch haue Beggers bin 
“* That by defertdoe Grace or fauour winne: 

sé But 
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*¢ But fuch as dayly vfe with reflleffe gaping 
* Wirt cloaked falfehood and with tedious begging 
** Gf our dread Soueraignes golden guifts tocrauc 
‘¢ Alshough no merit inthemfelues they haue ; 
*¢ This is the fumme in briefe of what we fpake 
‘© And rhisis it which they would treafon make, 
This laid, dunbe filencefor a certaine fpace 
Did fhut rhe lips of all chat were in place 
Till at the laft, that great Heree rofe 
Who oi the Forrefts treafurre doth difpofe 
The noble Elepbant, who as he ftood 
From his {weet mouth powr'd forth 2 fluent flood 
Of honied eloquence, which wanting skill 
If [ expreffe the fame, foone fhou'd I {pill 
With fharpe inuettiue, firlt againft char fort 
Othungry Beggers that frequent the Court 
Hee did inueigh, then by his powerfull wit 
Hee fhewed fince he in Counfels feat did fit ; 
How many private States had changed bin 
Which by obferuance he had mark’c and feene, 
Suyplanted al! by coufenage of the Ape 
Or by fome faifekood which the Fux did fhaps. 
Then ‘gain{tthe -/pe; his fpeech he ganto frame 
Hee fhew'd what Beaft he was and whence he came 
How foue at firth, for his decciptfull guile 
Made him, of mana Beaft, and in that Ifle 
Call’d Ape Ifle ofhis name, alone him put 
And how his taile at length for craft was cut. 
Then queftion’d he the Fox, to know ifhee 
Againft the Oxe and Sheep: would witnes bee 
And what true depofitions he could bring 
That they intended treafon ’gainft the Kirg. 
The Fox though halfe amaz‘d with fudd sine feare 
To heare fach words from fucha mighty Peere, 
Yet that his witnes might feeme more thane troth 
Hee did vnbidden fecke to take his oath. 
The beoke wasbrought ; but loe the Eternall Jone 


Who by his power protecteth from abous 
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The caufe of Innocence, with dreadfull frowne 


From Heau’ns high Pallzce caft his count’nance downe. 


Andas the Foxe his oath began to take 

As Joue but ftirr'd, hee made Olympus thake, 

And thundring horribly aboue the skie, 

Through the ayre hee made a fulphurie flafh to flie, 
Which fell vponthe Foxe, for his foule finne ; 
And for his judgement ftrange, fo fyng’d his skinne 
That fince, All Foxes {mell of it and beare 

A fynged colour.euer in their haire. 

This fuddaine change, amaz‘d the ftandersby 
Whoall with one confent, gan glorifie 

The name of 7oxe, and’s judgement forthwith gave 
Againft the e4pe, who now no wit could faue 
From punifkment ; For “bout the Forreft wide 
They whipt him well, and foundly lafht his hide. 


So didthe Begger bluntly end his Tale, 

In Which (your pardon? crane ) of ought F faile . 
eAnd if inveading, Bey gerly you hold st, 
Diflike it nor, because a Begger told st. 
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THE BEGGERS APE 


Richard Niccols, author of THe Brccrrs APE 
and one of the most “ingenious persons” at Oxford, 
continued after his graduation in May 1606 to study 
and imitate Spenser's poetry. In 1607 he published 
THE Cuckow, reminiscent of THE FAERIE QUEEN. 
with a conventional title-page, dedication, and pref- 
ace. In the Induction to A WINTER NiGHT’s VISION. 
1610 (11. 5,6), he announced himself author of 
Tue Beccers APE, which had occupied his muse 
about the same time as THE CuckKow. 

. she, that whilome begger-like her beggers ape 

did sing, 

Which iniur’d by the guilt of time to light she durst 

not bring. 
The poem appeared in print in 1627, eleven years 
after Niccols’s death, with no prefatory material and 
with a title-page that effectively baffled the reader. 
Until Niccols’s assertion of authorship was noted,' 
the poem was attributed to Drayton, and no one has 
explained “the guilt of time” which prevented him 
from bringing the manuscript to light in 1607. The 
solution lies in an understanding of court life and 
political events during Niccols’s residence at Oxford 
and their probable effect on the young poet who 
adopted Spenser’s subjects and method and saw the 
age through his eyes. 

Niccols matriculated at Magdalen College in Nov- 
ember 1602, at the age of eighteen. Six years earlier 
he had embarked with the victorious expedition 


1See J. P. Collier, BrstiocraPpHicaL Account, III, 45. 


against Cadiz in the Arx, flagship of the fleet, where 
he had learned to revere the Lord Admiral Charles 
Howard, Earl of Nottingham, commander-in-chief 
against the Armada. During Niccols’s first year at 
Oxford Queen Elizabeth died. Observing that Sir 
Robert Cecil and Henry Howard, Earl of Northamp- 
ton, were advanced as soon as James secured the 
throne, he recalled Spenser’s opinion of the Cecils. 
He saw Sir Walter Ralegh and Henry Percy, Earl 
of Northumberland, rejected at court, whereas two 
of the Herberts, Philip, later Earl of Pembroke and 
Montgomery, and Edward, later Baron of Cherbury, 
unworthy men, were honored. In November, 1603. 
Ralegh was unfairly tried for participation in the 
Main Plot and committed to the Tower; two years 
later the Star Chamber sent Northumberland to keep 
him company on a flimsy pretext of complicity in 
the Gunpowder Plot. Vice, error, favoritism, injustice, 
as Niccols saw it, were rampant. He had to do some- 
thing. He determined to open the eyes of England 
with an allegorical fable of the Lion’s court, as 
Spenser in 1591 had done in MotHerR HusBBeErp’s 
TALE. 

A synopsis with a point by point interpretation of 
the allegory’ would rob the reader of his chief joy, 
that of making the application for himself. A few 
hints, on the contrary, might prove useful. The main 
characters are the Ape and the Fox, representing, 


See Hoyt H. Hudson, “John Hepwith’s Spenserian Satire upon Buck- 
ingham,” Huntincton Lisrary BuLietin, No. 6 (November, 1934), 
pp. 66-9, for illuminating notes. For analogues and a study of the 
allegorical fable in the seventeenth century, see HARVARD UNIVERSITY... 
SuMMaRIES OF THEsEs . . . 1932 (Cambridge, 1933), pp. 254-7. 


respectively, Sir Robert Cecil and the Earl of North- 
ampton, James’s chief counselors. The portrait of the 
Ape {Sig. A 3 verso] is particularly vicious. Cecil 
was a short person, about five feet three, with a slight 
curvature of the spine, which the fashion of dress in 
his day served to exaggerate. His wry neck, splay feet, 
and crooked back were lampooned frequently. To his 
friends he was “little elf,’ “pigmy,” “little beagle,” 
“parrot,’ “Tom Derry”; to his enemies, “hunch- 
back,” “crouchback,” “hobgoblin,” “monkey.”* The 
Fox, as Northampton, son of the Earl of Surrey, 
elicited less of Niccols’s spleen. That Northampton 
recommended Cecil is evident from James’s first 
letter in the secret CORRESPONDENCE: “. . . long be- 
fore this tyme, 3 [Lord Henry Howard} dealt uerrie 
earnistlie with 30 { King James} to take a goode con- 
ceate of 10 [Sec. Cecil}.””" The Fox is scheming and 
unprincipled, but less offensive than the Ape, and his 
punishment is less severe. 

The brave Horse who defeated the Ass in a foot- 
race before the Lion is the Lord Admiral, the Earl 
of Nottingham. The Ox’s triumphant portrait of him 
{ Sig. D 4} no doubt expressed the general esteem in 
which he was held. Niccols had not forgotten the 
Cadiz expedition and three years later he dedicated 
A Winter Nicut’s Vision to Nottingham. The noble 
Elephant, who curtailed the revenues of the Ape and 
3 The woodcut of the monkey on the title-page was impressed from 
the same block which William Jaggard used for the monkey on p. 2 


of Edward Topsell’s Historie oF Four-Footep Beastes, 1607. That 
Niccols in the same year was composing his Breccers APE is note- 


worthy. 
4 CORRESPONDENCE OF KincG JAMES VI oF SCOTLAND WITH Sir ROBERT 
Ceci, AND OTHERS, ed. John Bruce (Camden Society, 1861), p. 2. 


Fox and declaimed against the Ape at the trial [Sig. 
E 2}, is Thomas Sackville, Earl of Dorset, the Lord 
Treasurer.’ Niccols had apparently not realized the 
intimate friendship that existed between Cecil and 
Dorset. 


The Goat and the Ass, for whom the arch-con- 
spirators procured knighthoods, are respectively 
Philip and Edward Herbert. The Goat, a gallant and 
“a lover borne,” at the age of thirteen was a suitor 
for the hand of Mary, heiress of Sir William Herbert 
of St. Julians; the next year his father attempted to 
negotiate a marriage for him with the daughter of 
Sir Arthur Gorges for £5000; in December, 1604, 
after “long love and many changes,” he married the 
third daughter of the seventeenth Earl of Oxford. 
His career subsequent to 1604 showed him still 
worthier of the title with which Niccols had dubbed 
him. But his portrait, like that of the Fox, is not 
vicious. The only character, in fact, on which Niccols 
cast opprobrium equal to that of the Ape, is the Ass. 
famous later as first Lord Herbert of Cherbury. 
writer of philosophical works and an AUTOBIOGRAPHY. 
After the death of his father, Richard Herbert, Esq.. 
in 1596, the Ass left his “Countrey home,” Mont- 
gomery Castle, and two years later married the heiress 
of St. Julians, mentioned above. Two fortunes were 
thus at his disposal. At Oxford he learned languages, 
fencing, and horsemanship. In April, 1603, he pre- 
5 Noted first by Collier, p. 45. Portraits of the “Elephant,” the “Horse,” 
The “Fox” and the “Ape” may be seen in the well-known painting of 


the CONFERENCE OF THE ENGLISH AND SPANISH PLENIPOTENTARIES, 


1604, by Marc Gheeraedts the Younger, in the National Portrait 
Gallery. 


sented himself at court, and with the Goat on July 25. 
1603, was made a Knight of the Bath. His Auto- 
BIOGRAPHY for that period is the best commentary on 
his vanity and love of spectacle. “I could tell,” he 
wrote after the ceremonies attendant on his creation. 
“how much my person was commended by the lords 
and ladies that came to see the solemnity then used: 
but I shall flatter myself too much if I believed it.” 
As to a tilt with Nottingham, the AUTOBIOGRAPHY 
records only this: “I intended to go with Charles. 
Earl of Nottingham, the Lord Admiral, who went to 
Spain {[March, 1605} . . . Howbeit, by the industry 
of some near me, who desired to stay me at home, | 
was hindered; and . . . made Sheriff of Montgom- 
eryshire.”’ Herbert of Cherbury was notorious for 
stretching the truth to fit his own preconceived pic- 
ture of himself. In all probability he had had a tiff 
with Nottingham while the Spanish trip was prepar- 
ing, and had been bested. 

The “silly Sheepe” and humble Ox, who by the 
machinations of the Ape and Fox were accused of 
treason before the Lion’s council, are respectively Sir 
Walter Ralegh and Henry Percy, Earl of Northum- 
berland. As the secret CORRESPONDENCE shows, Cecil 
and Northampton had designed their downfall long 
before James came to the throne. The discontented 
courtier had no place in James’s court. Ralegh was 
quickly seized for alleged complicity in Lord Cob- 
ham’s Plot, as quickly and unjustly tried, and hurried 
off to the twelve-year imprisonment which preceded 


6 AUTOBIOGRAPHY, ed. Sidney Lee (London, 1906), p. 44. 
7 Ipip., pp. 45-6. 


his execution. Northumberland was so unfortunate as 
to have a kinsman, Thomas Percy, who was one of the 
chief conspirators in the Gunpowder Plot. Thomas — 
had dined with him the day before the plot was dis- 
covered. On June 27, 1606, Northumberland was 
tried for contempt and misprision of treason, and 
condemned to the Tower for life. It was doubtless 
after Northumberland’s unjust treatment that Niccols 
began his poem. Cecil and Northampton never ex- 
perienced the catastrophe which meted out justice to 
the Ape and the Fox in the poem. Niccols was ex- 
pressing merely his notion of what should be done. 

Apparently only one impression of THE BEGGERS 
APE was made, the one here reproduced. Collier's 
assumption® that the Poem was printed in 1607 and 
withdrawn from circulation because it offended the 
government seems unwarranted. The impression was 
doubtless small. The few surviving copies are dis- 
tributed as follows: the British Museum, the Bodleian, 
the Huntington Library, Harvard University Library, 
the collection of Sir R. L. Harmsworth, the William 
A. White copy now in the custody of Dr. A. S. W. 
Rosenbach. The chief significance of the poem today. 
outside the obvious Spenserian touches, is that it 
furnishes the key to MorHER HupsBeErD’s Tae. For 
the Ape that cavorts so amusingly and treacherously 
through the pages of Niccols’s poem is the same Ape 
that had its tail cut in Spenser’s poem, and there rep- 
resents the same man, Sir Robert Cecil. 

Brice Harris 

The Henry E. Huntington Library 


8 Collier, p. 45. 
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